
 

Open Access Welcomes … 

Save the Date! 

the 

Open Access Resource Centre 
  

Everyone is Talking  
at Polson School 

Polson Elementary School in River East Transcona School 
Division is a little place with a warm and welcoming heart.  With a 
student population of only 150 everyone – students, parents, 
teachers, para professionals, administration, custodians – knows 
everyone in the building and supports each other to be the very best 
that they can be.  The model of inclusion for all learners is one that 
is celebrated everyday at Polson School.  Within the classrooms of 
Polson School are students with a wide variety of special learning 
needs.  However, what makes Polson different from many other 
schools is that four of its young learners use speech-generating 
devices to augment their communication skills.  Each student has 
their own communication device made possible by device trials 
through the lending library of Open Access Resource Centre and 
the financial support of Children’s Special Services. 

Linda Burkart  
May 12 and 13, 2009 

Communication and Learning Strategies 
Check our website (www.oarc.ca) for details and registration form 

W I N T E R  2 0 0 9  

Alex Derksen’s ability to 
use his iChat3 to talk has 
been remarkable due to the 
patience and skill level of the 
staff at Polson School.  
Although Alex does not use 
spoken words to communicate, 
he has no trouble using his 
iChat to deliver the class 
attendance, greet people in the 
hallways, sign out his library 
books and share his school 
news with his Mom. 

 

Continued …page 2 

Alex at 
school 

By: Lisa Light, SLP 
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G i v i n g  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  s p e e c h  n e w  w a y s  t o  t a l kG i v i n g  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  s p e e c h  n e w  w a y s  t o  t a l k   

Linda Burkhart - OARC Conference – May 12 & 13, 2009 
Carla Sharman, SLP at CGC, recently attended a couple of sessions by 

Linda Burkhart at the Closing the Gap Conference in Minneapolis, MN. 

The first session “Partner Assisted Communication” Moving from 
Receptive Use to Expression” dealt with demonstrating how using a partner-

assisted communication system, receptively, to talk to the child in context is 
critical for the child to develop the cognitive framework for how such a system 

could be used expressively.  The other session, “Pragmatic Organization of 

Website Review 
            By:  Nancy Clarke-Shippam 

www.lindaburkhart.com/lindaJohnCVIhandout.pdf 

This is a Power Point presentation by Linda Burkhart and 

her colleague.  It illustrates augmentative and alternative 
communication (AAC) strategies and practical tips for use 

with individuals who have cortical visual impairment 
(CVI) and/or complex communication needs.  The slides 

are helpful in showing various methods for displaying 

Happy Reading !  

www.winnipeg.ca/library 

Great news! The Winnipeg Public Library now 
houses a collection of adapted books available for 
loan starting right now!  The books, particularly 

valuable for children who use augmentative and 
alternative communication, are located at the 

Millennium Library downtown, but can be 
delivered to your local branch for pick-up.  If you 

want to browse the titles available (e.g. Goodnight 
Moon, Where the Wild Things Are), then just 

follow these steps: 
"  Go to the website above and click on 

“Find Books & More” 
"  In the drop-down menu, click on “Search 

Catalogue” 
"  In the search box, click on “Main Words 

in Subject” from the drop-down menu and 
enter “adapted books” in the adjacent box. 

"  A list of 47 titles will appear and you can 
start making your requests with the click 

of the mouse! 

Vocabulary: What is that?” discussed how children who are non-verbal and 

face severe physical and multiple challenges have little means to clarify intent through 
typical methods such as adding gestures, facial expressions and intonation to their voices.  Carla is looking 

forward to trying out these approaches with the students she works with.  And, is thrilled that this dynamic, 
engaging and informative speaker is coming to Winnipeg next May. 

Shane was excited to try out 
his new device 

OARC’s 20th Anniversary 
 

1989 – 2009 
OARC celebrates 20 years of lending a voice next year.  We are 

planning a host of activities over the course of the year.  Do you have 
any stories or photos you wish to share with us?  Call or email us so we 

can be sure to include them in our Spring Newsletter.  

We’ve come along way since 
these Bliss symbols 

symbols to enhance visual 
perception and attention.  Be sure 

to explore Linda’s entire website 
at www.lindaburkhart.com as it 

offers a variety of helpful 
information and tools for 

working with individuals who use 
AAC. 



 

 

 

An SLP came to OARC asking to borrow a Big Mack for an 11 
month old baby girl who had a tracheotomy.  Whilst in the 

hospital the infant was taught that she could call her Mom by 
pushing on the Big Mack.  Both the SLP and the Child Life Specialist 
reported successful trials in the Child Life Playroom.  In fact, the girl 
was quite anxious when her mother was out of sight and would hit 
the switch when it was presented to her.  When Mom came back into 
sight, she was totally focused on Mom. 

How an 11 month old baby girl  
is communicating … 

Giving people without speech new ways to t alk  WINTER 2009 

Open Access Resource Centre 
3 – 120 Maryland Street 

Winnipeg, MB  R3G 1L1 
phone: 949-2430    

e-mail: oarc@oarc.ca 
website: www.oarc.ca 

Thank you to Med Rehab students at the University of 
Manitoba who chose to donate their funds raised from 
activities around OT Month this past October.  The 
$600 received from the students was used to purchase 
an On-the-Go 7 Level Communicator. 

Thank you to all who have donated to the Annual 
Campaign.  It’s not too late to send in a donation if 
you so choose.  Donors will be highlighted in the 
Spring Newsletter. 

Winn$tock 2009 here we come … 
We had so much fun last year that we were 
delighted to be invited to participate for 2009.  
Mark your calendars for April 16th  and get set 
to Rock with Financial Advisors. 

 

 

Tribute Gifts:  

In Honour of Susan & Herbert’s  
  First Anniversary 
        By Brenda, Phil, Kerry & Melanie Halprin 
 
In Memory of James Bermack 
In Memory of Eva Green 
In Memory of Phyllis Gerber 
     By Brenda, Phil, Kerry & Melanie Halprin 

 

Lori & Dorian  at 
Winn$tock 2008 
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